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	Partner

	Strom života, Slovakia

	Name of the City and short introduction (i.e., key features and characteristics) 

	Glasgow is the largest city in Scotland, United Kingdom, with a rich industrial history and a reputation for innovation and education. The city has positioned itself as a leader in sustainability and lifelong learning, becoming part of the UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities (GNLC) in 2019. Glasgow is at the forefront of addressing climate change, particularly through the GALLANT project, which uses the city as a living laboratory for sustainability and resilience. 

	Country of the City

	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

	Year of joining the UNESCO GNLC and its cluster on ESD

	2019

	Name and contact e-mail of person representing selected City 

	Official:
Douglas Hutchison (Executive Director of Education Services, Glasgow City Council)
douglas.hutchison@glasgow.gov.uk

Contact person who provide us all necessary information:
Michael Osborne (Professor of Adult and Lifelong Learning, School of Education, University of Glasgow)
Michael.Osborne@glasgow.ac.uk

	Short description of the lifelong learning strategy in place in the City (or other relevant reference if such strategy does not exists)

	Glasgow's lifelong learning strategy is focused on inclusivity, sustainability, and community engagement. The Glasgow Community Learning and Development Plan (2021-2024) promotes digital literacy and financial inclusion through partnerships with local institutions. Key initiatives include outreach programs targeting underserved communities, and Glasgow’s universities play a major role in fostering environmental awareness and sustainability skills. The city’s focus on lifelong learning ties into its broader goal of becoming a climate-resilient, net-zero city by 2030, as seen in the GALLANT project.
The implementation of the city’s Community Learning & Development Plan is coordinated by Glasgow Community Learning and Development Strategic Partnership (GCLDSP). The GCLDSP benefits from a wide range of strategic partners including Glasgow Life, Glasgow City Council, Glasgow Council for the Voluntary Sector, Glasgow Colleges, Glasgow City Health and Social Care Partnership, Glasgow Housing Association, Jobs and Business Glasgow, Skills Development Scotland, Wheatley Group, Volunteer Glasgow and the Workers’ Educational Association. The GCLDSP meets quarterly to oversee the planning and development of CLD across sectors and partners in the city.
References:
University of Glasgow
Glasgow City Council
CRADALL
GCLDSP

	Which of the sustainable development goal is currently pursued by the City

	Glasgow is committed to several SDGs, most notably:
· SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities): Through projects like GALLANT, the city focuses on urban sustainability.
· SDG 13 (Climate Action): Glasgow is integrating climate resilience into urban planning through biodiversity, clean energy solutions, and active travel initiatives 
· SDG 4 (Quality Education): Lifelong learning is a core component of Glasgow’s strategy, with a focus on digital literacy, green skills, and addressing inequalities in education.


	Besides climate action, which other component of ESD is a policy priority in the City

	Knowledge creation and transfer:
In addition to climate action, Glasgow prioritizes the creation and transfer of knowledge as a crucial component of its sustainability and education strategy. One of the central initiatives in this area is the GALLANT project (Glasgow as a Living Lab Accelerating Novel Transformation), a £10 million program funded by the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC). This project facilitates partnerships between universities, local authorities, and citizens, fostering collaboration to address the city’s environmental challenges. It emphasizes a whole-systems approach, where researchers and stakeholders co-develop sustainable solutions that benefit the public health, wellbeing, and economy of Glasgow.
The GALLANT project is an example of how cities can engage communities in research and planning, encouraging the direct involvement of local residents in mapping biodiversity, tracking bird and mammal species, and contributing to the development of management practices in urban green spaces. These actions empower citizens as active participants in knowledge transfer, turning them into contributors to both scientific data collection and local policy formation. This exchange of knowledge creates a more informed and engaged citizenry, ready to take part in the city’s sustainability efforts. Additionally, Glasgow's universities serve as key knowledge hubs, leading research on sustainable urban solutions while disseminating findings to both local and global audiences through international collaborations.
Community development:
The city works to foster social inclusion and improve the overall quality of life for its residents, particularly in disadvantaged areas. Programs such as Glasgow’s Community Learning and Development (CLD) Plan are tailored to address socio-economic disparities, with a focus on digital and financial literacy. These efforts not only improve the resilience of the city's population but also ensure that underrepresented communities have access to lifelong learning opportunities that can enhance their participation in sustainable development.
The GALLANT project contributes to this by regenerating derelict land into spaces for community use, creating ecologically functional areas that also serve social and recreational purposes. This project demonstrates how environmental and social sustainability intersect, as the improvement of green spaces and the creation of active travel corridors - designed for walking, cycling, and wheeling - reduce carbon emissions while promoting physical health and community cohesion. Such initiatives support Glasgow’s broader goals of reducing inequalities and ensuring that all residents benefit from the city’s transition to a more sustainable future.
Environmental sustainability:
Environmental sustainability is at the core of Glasgow’s policy agenda, with a strong focus on restoring biodiversity, creating sustainable energy solutions, and developing green infrastructure. One of the key goals of the GALLANT project is to restore and connect habitats across the city, helping to halt biodiversity loss and improve the resilience of ecosystems. This is achieved through urban planning that integrates nature, such as the development of urban corridor parks that act as flood storage areas, mitigating flood risks while enhancing urban biodiversity.
Another significant aspect of Glasgow’s environmental sustainability efforts is its focus on low-carbon energy solutions. The city is actively working to develop sustainable energy systems at the community level, empowering local people as "energy citizens" to co-create clean energy demand. In addition to these energy solutions, the city is enhancing active travel infrastructure, reducing the reliance on cars by promoting cycling, walking, and other forms of sustainable transport.  
Through the GALLANT project and other initiatives, Glasgow is leading the way in demonstrating how cities can achieve sustainable urban transformation while actively involving citizens in the process.

	Other actions that the city is tackling to promote and support at City level ESD goals

	
Fostering collaboration among stakeholders:
One of Glasgow’s most significant strengths in promoting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) goals is its emphasis on collaboration. The GALLANT project is a prime example of how the city fosters cooperation among diverse stakeholders. This initiative brings together universities, local government, private businesses, and the wider community to address the complex environmental challenges facing Glasgow. By working collaboratively, these groups can leverage their expertise and resources to develop solutions that are not only scientifically sound but also socially equitable and economically viable.
Through GALLANT, over 50 multidisciplinary researchers from various fields are collaborating with public and private sector partners. This includes mapping biodiversity, improving urban green spaces, and trailing innovative solutions for sustainable energy and urban resilience. Moreover, citizens play a direct role in these processes, contributing to community-based data collection and decision-making. This form of collaboration ensures that local perspectives are integrated into urban planning, leading to more inclusive and effective solutions. Additionally, Glasgow’s engagement in international networks, such as C40 Cities and partnerships with other global organizations, allows the city to share its knowledge and learn from other urban centres.

Promoting lifelong learning:
The city's universities, particularly the Centre for Research & Development in Adult and Lifelong Learning (CR&DALL) at the University of Glasgow, play a pivotal role in promoting lifelong learning. CR&DALL engages citizens in educational initiatives that focus on sustainability, resilience, and social justice. Through workshops, public lectures, and community outreach, the centre equips citizens with the skills needed to navigate and contribute to a sustainable future. Citizens are encouraged to develop competencies in areas such as energy conservation, biodiversity restoration, and climate change adaptation. These programs are tailored to different demographic groups, ensuring that all segments of society, from young people to older adults, have access to education that prepares them for the challenges of sustainability. The Community Learning and Development (CLD) Plan further supports lifelong learning by providing educational opportunities to underserved communities, focusing on areas such as digital literacy and environmental awareness. This inclusive approach ensures that education is accessible to all, and that lifelong learning becomes a tool for social cohesion and empowerment.

Using urban spaces innovatively:
Glasgow is also leading the way in transforming its urban spaces into multifunctional areas that promote both ecological restoration and community well-being. The city has been actively reclaiming derelict and underutilized land, turning it into green spaces that serve environmental, social, and economic purposes. For instance, through the GALLANT project, these reclaimed lands are being used to create urban corridor parks that not only provide recreational areas for residents but also act as flood management zones, helping to mitigate the risks associated with climate change.
One of the innovative aspects of this urban transformation is the city's focus on restoring biodiversity. By creating habitats for native species and connecting isolated green spaces, Glasgow is enhancing the ecological resilience of the city. These projects, such as the creation of urban salt marshes along riverbanks, improve the quality of urban blue spaces, supporting both wildlife and the public’s interaction with nature. In addition to these ecological benefits, the city is also working on improving air quality and reducing carbon emissions by promoting active travel infrastructure, such as cycling paths and walking routes.


	Main stakeholders participating in the promotion of ESD in the City

	
· Universities and research institutions: The University of Glasgow and CR&DALL lead research and community engagement efforts, especially through the GALLANT project.
· Local government: Glasgow City Council collaborates with universities and businesses to embed sustainability into the city’s planning and operations.
· Community organizations: Various NGOs and local groups are actively involved in promoting environmental awareness and community resilience.



	Examples of how the city promotes the development of “green competences”

	
GALLANT Project:
The GALLANT project (Glasgow as a Living Lab Accelerating Novel Transformation) is a flagship initiative that addresses Glasgow’s climate resilience by engaging citizens in various environmental initiatives. Funded by the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC), this £10.2 million project aims to transform Glasgow into a climate-resilient city through a collaborative "living lab" model. Key components include biodiversity restoration, where citizens actively participate in mapping and enhancing green spaces throughout the city. The project also focuses on sustainable land use, transforming derelict urban areas into functional green spaces, which both improve biodiversity and act as flood management systems to reduce climate risks.
Another central aspect of the GALLANT project is low-carbon energy solutions. This involves developing renewable energy systems at the community scale, empowering citizens as "active energy citizens." The goal is to create a decentralized model of energy demand, where local residents co-create and manage energy solutions such as heat networks and renewable power technologies. This community-driven approach ensures that Glasgow's residents play an active role in reducing the city's carbon footprint while also improving energy security.
https://cradall.org/research-and-development/cradall-projects/gallant-glasgow-living-lab-accelerating-novel

Active Travel Initiatives:

Glasgow is promoting active travel as part of its broader sustainability strategy. The Active Travel Strategy 2022-2031, developed by Glasgow City Council, aims to significantly reduce car journeys by encouraging walking, cycling, and wheeling as the primary modes of transportation. By enhancing cycling infrastructure and promoting safe pedestrian routes, the initiative helps reduce carbon emissions while fostering healthier lifestyles. In collaboration with the GALLANT project, Glasgow is also working on mapping travel patterns and conducting community engagement to understand perceptions of active travel. This approach not only reduces CO2 emissions but also improves air quality and increases physical activity among residents.
https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/sustainablesolutions/ourprojects/gallant/gallantswork/researchproject4-promotingactivetravel/
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/article/8985/Active-Travel-Strategy

Sustainable Energy Solutions:
Glasgow’s commitment to developing sustainable low-carbon energy solutions is a key pillar of the city's green competence development. The Community Energy Research component of the GALLANT project focuses on creating localized renewable energy systems that are designed, co-created, and managed by the community. These energy solutions include heat networks and energy-harvesting technologies that support Glasgow’s goal of becoming a net-zero city by 2030. By involving residents in the planning and implementation of these systems, Glasgow fosters the development of green skills and promotes energy justice, ensuring that all communities benefit from the transition to sustainable energy.
https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/sustainablesolutions/ourprojects/gallant/gallantswork/researchproject5-communityenergy/

	Examples of how the city promotes the development of “sustainability awareness”

	Gallery of Modern Art (GoMA) at Home:
One of Glasgow’s key initiatives in raising sustainability awareness is through its Gallery of Modern Art (GoMA), which actively engages the public in environmental themes through creative means. The "GoMA at Home" program offers free art courses and events that focus on the intersection of art and sustainability. A notable example is the "Use as Much Pressure as Possible" installation, which highlights environmental and social issues through collaborative artwork by prominent artists. GoMA's exhibitions often address climate change and sustainability, using art as a medium to explore the relationship between humans and nature. The museum also hosts sustainability-themed workshops, such as "Sustainable Fashion", which teaches the public how personal choices, like fashion consumption, impact the environment. GoMA's exhibitions, such as “Drink in the Beauty”, encourage visitors to reflect on the changing landscapes and the human impact on nature. This integration of art and environmental themes helps to engage a broad audience, fostering awareness of sustainability in an accessible and visually compelling way.
https://galleryofmodernart.blog/use-as-much-pressure-as-possible-2020-2023-by-sam-ainsley-scott-myles-and-ciara-phillips/
https://galleryofmodernart.blog/sustainable-fashion/

Sustainability Workshops and Events:
The GALLANT project supports Glasgow’s sustainability awareness efforts by conducting public workshops that focus on climate action and sustainable living. These workshops are part of the project’s broader goal of using the city as a "living lab" to trial innovative solutions for urban sustainability. The GALLANT project engages with local communities to educate citizens about the benefits of biodiversity restoration, active travel, and low-carbon energy solutions. By combining creative arts, community engagement, and hands-on workshops, Glasgow effectively promotes sustainability awareness and fosters a deeper understanding of environmental issues among its citizens.
https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/sustainablesolutions/ourprojects/gallant/gallantswork/researchproject5-communityenergy/
Create4Glasgow:
In the aftermath of COP26 (The UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow), Glasgow launched Create4Glasgow, a participatory art project designed to give young people a voice in addressing the city's environmental challenges. Over 1,800 youths voted on key climate priorities, such as air pollution and water pollution. Participants were invited to create artworks addressing these challenges, showcasing their visions for a sustainable future.
https://www.sustainablepractice.org/2021/12/07/opportunity-create4glasgow/
Glasgow Science Centre:
The Glasgow Science Centre also plays a key role in promoting environmental awareness through its "Our World, Our Impact" initiative. This climate change public engagement program uses science and technology to educate the public about the environmental challenges we face. Through digital science festivals like "Curious About Our Planet", the Centre provides educational outreach that focuses on sustainability and climate action. The Centre has also developed a long-term educational legacy program that seeks to inspire future generations to engage with climate science and adopt sustainable practices
https://www.glasgowsciencecentre.org/education-and-social-responsibility


	(any other City-based initiative that the City representative wants to mention)

	
The Glasgow Green Deal which launched as a nine-year action plan, aims to reshape Glasgow’s economy and position it as a global leader in climate action. The program focuses on reducing carbon emissions, creating sustainable jobs, and building resilience to climate change. This initiative will involve major investments in infrastructure, renewable energy, and green technologies, while ensuring that the transition to a net-zero economy is just and inclusive for all residents. The Glasgow Green Deal includes key projects such as retrofitting homes to be energy efficient, expanding the city's public transportation network with the Glasgow Metro, and developing clean energy systems powered by the River Clyde. 
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/article/5707/The-Glasgow-Green-Deal
Glasgow is also a leader in smart city technologies. The city’s Smart City Strategy integrates advanced digital infrastructure and open data to create a more connected, efficient, and sustainable urban environment. This initiative, which includes investments in smart grids, electric vehicles, and renewable energy systems, positions Glasgow as one of the leading smart cities globally.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/glasgow-becomes-a-world-leading-smart-city


	Recommendations for training areas that should be tackled by education and training providers to promote further among Adult Population green skills / environmental awareness

	
In Glasgow, numerous initiatives focused on green skills and environmental awareness are already underway, with a wide range of stakeholders - including local government, universities, NGOs, and community organizations - actively involved. These stakeholders regularly coordinate their efforts through formal partnerships, such as the Glasgow Community Learning and Development Strategic Partnership (GCLDSP), ensuring that the city's sustainability goals are met through collective action. Given the extensive network of existing programs, it can be challenging to identify additional training areas. However, to further bolster the city’s commitment to lifelong learning and sustainability, we propose a few targeted areas for future training and development initiatives.
Community Energy Solutions: 
There is a growing need for education around community-led renewable energy solutions. Training programs could focus on developing knowledge about decentralized, renewable energy systems such as community heat networks, solar panels, and wind power projects. This aligns with Glasgow's GALLANT project, which emphasizes empowering citizens as "energy citizens," actively participating in the city’s clean energy initiatives. Training programs could include practical sessions on energy conservation, managing renewable energy systems, and understanding energy storage technologies.
Sustainable Urban Development:
With Glasgow prioritizing urban regeneration through projects like the Clyde Climate Forest and retrofitting homes for energy efficiency, training in sustainable construction, green infrastructure, and biodiversity restoration should be a priority. These training areas would prepare citizens for roles in sustainable urban planning, habitat restoration, and flood management, crucial for mitigating the impacts of climate change.
Active Travel and Mobility:
Glasgow’s Active Travel Strategy (2022-2031) promotes cycling, walking, and wheeling as key components of reducing emissions and fostering healthy living. Training programs that equip individuals with the skills to plan, promote, and maintain sustainable travel infrastructure will support this initiative. Participants can learn how to advocate for and design bike lanes and manage public awareness campaigns.


	Free mode…

Examples:
· How to become a learning city?
· Where to find specific and relevant information on Learning Cities with international scope?
· What target groups to be contacted through learning city outreach actions?
· Plans for the future: How did the Learning City status helped the city?
· Miscellaneous….


	
Becoming part of the UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities has significantly benefitted Glasgow, particularly in its ability to integrate lifelong learning into its sustainability goals. The city's Learning City status has helped foster a culture of lifelong learning and community engagement. Through this, the city has implemented projects like the REAL learning initiative, which supports community-based learning and promotes skills for both personal and societal growth. Additionally, Glasgow’s connection to global learning city networks has facilitated knowledge sharing and partnerships with other cities, contributing to the development of innovative solutions to urban challenges.
Glasgow’s Learning City status has enabled it to reimagine education as a tool for social inclusion, particularly in disadvantaged areas. By promoting citizen participation in policymaking and sustainability efforts, the city has been able to address long-standing socio-economic challenges. The status also enhances Glasgow's international reputation as a centre for education and sustainability, which was further showcased during events like COP26.
https://www.gla.ac.uk/explore/unsdgs/


	Conclusions:

· the city benefitted from the Learning City initiative
· the city is just starting
· the activities are many but they do not concentrate on ALE
· there are many stakeholders involved
· the focus is (not clear)...
· what would the author recommend for other cities


	
Glasgow has made impressive strides toward becoming a learning city where sustainability, social equity, and lifelong learning intersect. The Learning City framework has enabled Glasgow to involve citizens in shaping the city’s future, from energy solutions to sustainable transport. Initiatives like the GALLANT project and the Active Travel Strategy exemplify how education can be a powerful driver for environmental change.
However, the city still faces challenges, such as ensuring equitable access to education and training, particularly for marginalized communities. The city's focus should remain on fostering partnerships between local institutions and its citizens to further drive sustainable economic growth and urban regeneration. Other cities can learn from Glasgow’s holistic approach by promoting collaboration, community involvement, and innovation in both education and sustainability.
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